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FROM:HIGH COMMISSIONE 
TO: SECRETARY OF STATE FOR DOMINION AFFA 


ee OTIOE 7 6 Sate: AE a 


SAVING TELEGRAM No. 5 — " 6th January, 1947 


Your Saving telegram No. 152 of the 28th 
November. | 

Recruitment for Palestine Police Force. 

I have consulted Canadian authorities and, 
as a result, have come to the conclusion that any 
recruitment campaign in Canada would not be likely 
to produce any worth while results. 

Commissioner of R.C.M.P. informs me that 
recruitment for that force is seriously behind and 
that, in spite of intensive efforts, they have been 
able to secure less than 300 constables since the 
end of the war. They have, in fact, had a greater 
number of applications but these have had to be. 
rejected mainly on account of the cunuieee bar, 
which would also opecunabiy apply to Palestine. As 


apart from height qualification (R.C.M.P. requirement 
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is 5'8%) conditions of appointment for police here and 
in Palestine are probably similar, it does not seem 
likely that any of the rejected candidates would be 
suitable for Palestine. Director of Fersonnel in the 
R.C.M.P. gave it as his considered opinion that even 
th intensive publicity campaign most we could hope 
for would be 20 to 30 candidates and from the political 
standpoint there might well be difficulties here in 


any considerable publicity. 
out 


I regret that I cannot hold/better prospects 
put sheer fact is that owing to the present prosperous 
conditions in agriculture and industry candidates are 


just not coming forward for police or Armed Services. 
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Cypher/OTrp, | | ~~~‘ }-: DEPARTMENTAL NO, 1. 
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FROM DAMASCUS TO FOREIGN OFFICE, 


Mr. Scrivener, 
No, 209. D. 4.45 p.m. 10th June 1947, 


LOth June 1947, R, 9.15 p.m. lOth June 1947, 


Repeated to Jerusalem, 


WeWeWsWsW 
IMMEDIATE. 
SECRET. 


My telegram No.4 [sic ? 204]. 


Major Farr[gp. undec.], officer pretest 
concerned, has made a written statement to the Syrian 
police (which is being kept secret) admitting that he 
might be put on trial for the murder of a Jewish 
terrorist and definitely asking for political rs ors in 
Syria, Colonel Ferguson, officer sent here by the 
Palestine Government to make contact, has again tried 
unsuccessfully to induce Farr[{gp. undec,] to return 
voluntarily. 


2. In these circumstances the President of the 
Republic has stated that he desires to do nothing to 
embarrass His Majesty's Government and has offered the 
following alternative proposals: — : 


(a) to regard the Legation’s demand for the 
arrest as withdrawn and to release Farr{gp. undec, ] 


(b) to compel Farr[gp. undec.] by force to 
return to Palestine under escort, 


(c) to regard Legation’s demand for arrest as 
maintained, and to allow extradition proceedings to 
take their course, 


Palestine Government are now considering these 
alternatives, 


[Copy sent to Middle East Secretariat. ] 
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Cypher/OTP DEPARTMENTAL NO, 1 
FROM DAMASCUS TQ FOREIGN OFFICE 


Mr, Serivener 
21 


D. 7.25 a.m. 13th June 1947 
12th June 1947. Re 10.35 a.m. 135th June 1917 


Repeated to Jerusalen. 


bee 4 
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Fo the TT Pe 
H 7 , 


My telegram No. 209, | 
Following received from Jerusalen. 
[Begins]: 


Fergusson delivered your message and we have 
decided to apply for extradition in the ordinary 
way. Before this is done however we hope to arrange 
for Farran's Commanding Officer Third Hussars to see 
him and persuade him to return. 


[Ends]. 


From the point of view of this post there is no 
(repeat no) objection to the course proposed. I an 
therefore informing the Syrian Government accordingly 
and asking them to grant the necessary facilities for 
the visit of the officer above mentioned, 


3. I have warned the Palestine Government that 
in the circumstances the Syriun Government would 
almost certainly regard the case as political and 
refuse to extradite. 


[Copy sent to Middle East 
Secretariat]. 
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Office, 


E 5646 | 
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\ 30 uty 
WITH THE COMPLIMENTS ‘OF 
His MaAJESTY’S KONGULRER. LEGATION 


with reference to our telegram Noe 


215 of 11.6.476 


BRITISH OOMSXXXAXEX LEGATION, 
DAMASCUS. 
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British Legation, 


— ory/ 
Sa 


Noe 12 Damascus. 


(48/20/1,7) 


17th June, LOZ» 


Sir, 


With reference to your despatch of 13th June concerning the 
extradition from Syria of Roy Alexander Farran, I have the honour to 
report that at mid-day on 15th June I was informed by the Director General 
of the Syrian Police that the above mentioned Roy Alexander Farran had 
Signed, in the presence of officers of the’ Syrian Police Force, a proces 
verbale stating his willingness to return voluntarily to Palestine. He 
later visited me in my office and confirmed his desire to return voluntar- 
ily. I am informed that he crossed the Syrian-Palestine frontier in the 
company of two British officers at 9 asm. on 17th June. 


2e I return herewith the extradition dossier forwarded to me with 
your despatch under reference, 


I have the honour to be, 
Your Excellency's most obedient Servant, 


(Sga) C.A.F. Dundas. 
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His Excellency, 

The High Commissioner for Palestine, 
Government Offices, 

Jerusalem, 
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FROM DAMASCUS TO FOREIGN OFFICE 


me — 9,15 a.m. 1th September ,194/. 
13th September, 1947. 1.15 pom. th September 1917. 


@@2 @G@ Ga 
My telegram No. 204, Major Farran. 


: Y mei 


My immediately following telegram contains text of 
a message from the General Officer Commanding Palestine. 
I have answered that I must refer to you put I thought 
you would wish me to claim the privilege. 


2. I would reeommend this course for the following reasons. 


a) Mir, Male is the only member of the senior staff who 


was here at the time. He did not deal with the case 
directly. + . 


b) Obviously wrong te give the court some documents 
while witholding ethers. Te give sll might embarrass 
the Government of Palestine and would invelve the head 


ef the Syrian State, 


c) In erder te arrive at an amicable way out ef the 
affair [? orp.emtd.] persenally intervened. Tt sheuld alse 
pe remembered that Farran made a false statement te the 
Syrian Pelice, the centents ef which we de net knew. 


3, If the Commander-in-Chief's defence merely is to 
prove Farran returned voluntarily to Palestine either 
Male cr I (basing myself on [erp undec, |) would gladly 
answer an interrogation subject to your Lgrp.umdcc. 

2 comment if] procedure allows of this, J have so 
informed the General Officer Commanding. 


X. should be grateful for instructions. 
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My telegram No. 402. Z 
Grateful for early instructions. 
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[The text of this telegrem must first be parephresed if 
communicated to persons outside British Goverment service 
or 1f trenemitted in e cypher system other than 0.7.P. | 


Cypher /OTP | DEPARTMENTAL NO. 1 


| | 
No. 405 D. 9625 am. 14th September, 1047. 


13th September, 1947. R. 1015 poems Mth September, 1947. 


& 
F 
a ae 
2 Ne 


Following is text referred to in my immediately preceding 
telegram. | | 


Farran's solicitors. have Written asking for a represen 
tative of the British Legation in Syria at (? "trial" 
emitted) “te produce all telegrams, letters, memoranda 
whether original er duplicates passing between the British - 
Mission in Syria and the Palestine Gevernment between the 
dates aaa Srd and June 18th, 1947, snd relating te the 
accused". | 7 | | 


2. I understend that the Palestine Gevernment comider — 
these deguments te be subject te (sic) state privilege trem 


preductien @ the trial. | | 
3. Please confirm by immediate telegram whether you will 
(ap. undec.] privilege on these (?7conditions) (? “ar” 
omitted) not. | 
4. The matter 4s urgent as the trial is likely to take 
place in the very near future. - | , 
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‘Your telégrams Nos. yoo ‘and 403 [oe 
September 13th; Major Farran/« — 
| The Colgial Office have a a a the Govern- oe 
| ment ‘of Palestine that a decision on the | ye 
| production: of correspondence between them and 


‘| the British Mission in Syria, the contents of 
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| Which are not known in London, must be taken 
locally. The Colonial Office have decided 


not. to claim privilege for a similar document 


IN THIS MARGIN. 


An’ ‘the custody of the Deer oueny of State for 
the Colonies and the Government of Palestine 
have agreed. 

Ze The general principles governing a 
decision by the responsible Minister as to 
whether privilege should be claimed are as 
| follows. It is not enough that the Minister 
ku. 2 | . 7 
Cudex for’ 4 given Department does not want to have 
Cypher. the documents produced. The Minister ought 


NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN 


Distribution :-— not to take the responsibility of withholding 


Departmental No.1.| production except in cases where the public 


b | 
ea hor interest would otherwise be damified, for 


jexample, where disclosure would be injurious 


he 


JB Supt 23 to national defence or to good diplomatic 


jrelations or where the practice of keeping a 

Copies to :— a 
Raw Ninveriviinans | 
Mr. Mathieson. §|proper functioning of the public service. These 
Colonial Office. . | 


class of documents secret is necessary for the 


principles are based on @ judgement ve eens | 
| Simon in the House aaa A - Duncan: 'v. Cannell 


| Laird & Go. Lta., in 1942. ittconent referred 


to was/ 


oe Wt. 43697-140 100m 3147 G.S.St. Gp 620 


‘to was given ina civil action. In 4 criminal 
case where a mang s on trial ‘for his life ‘the 


ee 
reasons for withholding documents must be 


particularly strong. 


3, In the light of the above principles I 
’ and , 


must &ek.. te qrsmnie —o—Retesetmecnemd youy to 


use discretion in taking a +eeer decisionlocally , 


since you alone mow the contents of the documents -f ssluch , | . 
in question. Jilke CALL Y) Mortesntin ly whe f | 
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OTHING TO BE WRITTEN 


( 


De 11,20. poem. 23rd September 


23rd September 1947. 1947.6 


Repeated to Jerusalem (Immediate). 


686006088 


v 


TMMEDIATE 


Your telegrans Nos, 402 and 405 [of September 13th; 
Major Farran. ] ool a 


The Colonial Office have advised the Government of 
Palestine that a deoision on the production of correspondence 
between them and the British Mission in Syria, the contents 
of which are not known in London, must be taken locally. 

The Colonial Office have deeided not to claim privilege fer 
s similar document in the eustody of the Seoretary of State 
for the Colenies snd the Government of Palestine have agreed. 


2, The general principles governing a deeision by the 
responsible Minister as to whether privilege should be 
olaimed are as follows. It is not enough that the Minister 
for a given Department does not want to have the doeuseats 
produced, The Winister ought not to take the responsibility 
of withholding production except in cases where the publie 
interest would otherwise be demnified, for example, where 
disclosure would be injurious to national defence or to good 
diplomatic relations or where the practice of keeping a olass 
of documents seoret is necessary for the proper functioning 
of the public service, These principles are based om 8 oO Bae 
judgement by Lord Simon in the House of Lords < Duncan Ve a, om | 
Commell Laird & Co. Ltd., in 1942, The judgement referred to i age es 

in # oriminal ease where a men [ig yee 


was given in a civil action. 
is on trial for his life the reasons for withholding documents 


must be particularly strong. oT a 


3, In the light of the above principles I must ask you 
and the Government of Palestine to use disoretion in taking 
a decision locally, sinee you alone know the contents of the 
dcouments in question, In the ease of documents production 
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Colonial Office, — 


Downing otreet, 


tye ee 


a oe ‘oe 


56 July 2ibj ee QF FO 


Jear Lbeeley: 2 ee AO 


I enclose «a copy of a desputch frou the 
High Commissivuner for ealestine with enclosures 
concerning the eifployment by the military 
suthorities of Supernumerary police recruited on 
their benalf by the Fulestine rolice sorce in 


Palestine. 


You will see thet this correspundence relates 
to & pro,osul thut the military authorities Should 
tice over the sole responsibility Yor the 
recruitment of personnel for employinent by 
ileus. OYCeS aS Static cuards at their installutions, 
etc.e, in rulestine and thut a new rorce Shoula be 
raised to be called the "Pulestine Guard Force" 
in which the present suyernuerary police employed 
by the military would be embodied. 


In discussing tnis oroposal the war OrTice 
have raised the voint that the estublishinent of 
such a force in ralestine at this juncture inight 
lead to allegations that we were pre-judging the 
issue now under consideration by United iiutions. 
Gur feeling here is that there is no substunce in 
Gis Oarticiies "nere’'s ‘ne transfer of this 
force to the military would pe purely a mutter of 
adiministration: in fact, the personnel in question 
woulc continue to curry out their present military 
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“EASTERN 


Parliamentary Question 


; Pe en = — ee a ea as 
29. Lieutenant-Colonel Kingsmill—To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, w | 
- he is aware that the advertisements for recruits to the Palestine Police Force still state 
that the minimum age of recruitment is 18 whereas it has recently been raised to 19 years 

“and six months; and what steps he is taking to publicise this alteration in the minimum 


age. [Wednesday 12th November.] : 
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PALESTINE POLICE FORCE 
(ADVERTISEMENTS) 


73, Lieut.-Colonel Kingsmill asked the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies 
whether he is aware that the advertise- 
ments for recruits to the Palestine Police 
Force still state that the minimum age 
of recruitment is 18 whereas it has re- 
cently been raised’to 19 years and six 
months; and what steps he is taking to 
publicise this alteration in the minimum 
age. 
Mr. Rees-Williams; The new minimum 
.. age is mentioned in all Press advertise- 
ments placed since the change was made. 

Contracts for advertisement by posters, 

all of which were exhibited before the 

change, have now expired and are not 
being renewed. 
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PALESTINE POLICE FORCE 
(ADVERTISEMENTS) 


73. Lieut.-Colonel Kingsmill asked the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies 
whether he is aware that the advertise- 
ments for recruits to the Palestine Police 
Force still state that the minimum age 
of recruitment is 18 whereas it has re- 
cently been raised to 19 years and six 
months; and what steps he is taking to 
publicise this alteration in the minimum 
age. 

Mr. Rees-Williams: The new minimum 
age is mentioned in all Press advertise- 
ments placed since the change was made. 
Contracts for advertisement by posters, 
all of which were exhibited before the 
change, have now expired and are not 
being renewed. 
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